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Home Life
by Camille Bracy

I live in a group home that I like. There are 
two staff. Their names are Sandy A. and 

Dawn G. Sarah Lawrence has lots of  group 
homes. There are four of  us that live in the 

home. We like to go on trips to Reno, Hawaii 
and San Francisco. We do things around 

Santa Rosa like going to church, Target, the 
mall and Wednesday Night Market. We also 
go to movies, Rec. center dances and BBQs. 

We like to go to the park for walks after 
dinner. I sometimes have issues with my 

roommates but we work them out and get 
along pretty well. Staff  help us when we 

disagree. I think we have a happy family. I 
love everybody at my house!!!

Social Skills 
 by Robert Tumbaga
Social skills class is fun to be 
in. It is a class where people 

learn how to get to know 
each other. It takes place at 
the VEC every Thursday 

morning, and is led by 
Xavier Polk and Penny 

Hartman. Every Thursday 
afternoon is Xavier training 

for staff  only. In Social 
Skills, you actually get to 
learn stuff, tell jokes and 
role-play (get your shot at 
Hollywood.) Social Skills 
class is a good class, and I 

like going every week. 

DOWN
1. shines during summer
3. protects your skin from sun
4. something you do in a pool
5. you find this at the beach
9. summertime open-toed shoes
10. a place you can enjoy the 
ocean
ACROSS
2. use these to protect your eyes
6. a poolside seat for sunbathing
7. two piece swimsuit
8. along the sea
11. treat to eat on a cone
12. when your skin turns brown 
because of the sun

Human Race
 by Richard Leonard

The Human Race was held in Santa RosaÕs 
Montgomery Village on Saturday May 7th 

2011. The Human Race is a charity event to 
raise money for local non-profits, including 
Becoming Independent. A lot of staff and 

participants were at the event raising money 
for BI. The total amount raised for the event 

was over $800,000 a portion of that was 
raised for BI ($6,105.25). The money will be 

spent on improvements for BI and its 
participants. It was a successful and fun 

event.

 For Nick
 Nick was a very special 

person. He liked to clap and 
sit by Rosie and tap her on 

the shoulder. He always said 
hi to me and his favorite 
movie was Top Gun, and he 

loved being on the computer. 
He liked to listen to music, 

and wear his pilot cap. He is 
in a better place now, and we 

miss him.  

Nick Meyer
8/23/1983-7/9/2011

Right By Me
By Rosie Juarez

He is in a better place
He is in our hearts
He brightened our 

day 
He liked to clap
We all miss him

He sits right by my 
side.



Art Show 
by Sheryl Melendy

Becoming Independent had an art show called 
You’re Perfect that opened on April 30th at the 

gallery of Sea and Heaven on A street in Santa Rosa. 
The people that make pieces in the art show are in 
the Artworks program. I had two mosaic pieces in 
the show, one was “Tom” and the other one was 

“Lynn.” I sold the one “Tom” on opening day. I hand 
out fliers when there is a show, so people can go to 
the show. Cindy, a VEC instructor came to the art 
show. Some people came from South Campus and 
Activities too. I saw Robert T, Joe P, Josh B, and 

Heather B, some peers from BI.  Ash, the manager of 
Artworks was singing and playing the guitar. She 

was really good. It was fun. I hope more people come 
next time.

Movie Preferences
by Marilynn Williamson

Marilynn surveyed folks at the VEC to see what 
genre movies they preferred. She asked 31 

people what type of movies they preferred. Her 
findings: Comedies 31%, Science Fiction 26%, 

Horror 19%, Action/Adventure 13% and 
Musicals 10%.

Mary’s Pizza 
By Rosie Juarez

I like working at Mary’s Pizza because we have a 
great crew and all the participants help out. We 

fold pizza boxes and fill cheese and pepper 
shakers everyday. We do sugar bowls and fold 
towels. My favorite job at Mary’s is filling the 

sugar bowls. Alfie and Sandra are our 
instructors. They work on different days. Mary’s 

provides lunch for us each Wednesday. I like 
having lunch with Alfie and Sandra. I love 

raviolis!!!

South Campus Connection
with Peter Mingram

Peter asked, "What is your favorite thing about 
summer?" 

“I like being outside in the warm weather.” 
–Britney Skinner

“Like to go swimming and drink iced coffee.”
 –Paul Somers

“I like to go to camp and BBQ.” 
–Amanda Pettipone

“I like swimming and playing the drums.” 
–Suzanne Guzman

“I like BBQ, camping and chocolate.” 
–Peter Rogers

“Having BBQ’s and summer trips.” 
–Drew Penna
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